3io FRANCIS DRAKE'S FIRST COMMAND, [^g0^;
From my age of twelve years, I was brought at Redriffe [Radchffe], near London, with Maker FRANCIS, who was the Queen's Majesty's Powder Maker: whom I served, until I was pressed [compelled] to go on the Third Voyage to the West Indies, with the Right Worshipful Sir JOHN HAWKINS ; who appointed me to be one of the gunners in Her Majesty's Ship, called the Jesus of Lubeck.
Who set sail from Plymouth, in the month of October, 1567, having with him, another Ship of Her Majesty's, called the Mimon; and four ships of his own, namely, the Angel, the Swallow, the Judiik9 and the William and John, He directed his Vice Admiral, that if foul weather did separate them, to meet at the island of Teneriffe.
After which, by the space of seven days and seven nights, we had such storms at sea, that we lost our long boats and a pinnace ; with some men.
Coming to the island of Teneriffe, there our General heard that his Vice Admiral, with the Swallow and the William and John, were at the island called Gomera; where finding his Vice Admiral, he anchored, took in fresh water, and set sail for Cape Blanc.
In the way, we took a Portuguese caravel, ladened with mullets.
From thence, we sailed to Cape de Verde.
In our course thither, we met a Frenchman of Rochelle, called Captain BLAND ; who had taken a Portuguese caravel: whom our Vice Admiral chased and took. Captain DRAKE, now Sir FRANCIS DRAKE, was made Master and Captain of the caravel.*
So we kept our way, till we came to Cape de Verde; and there we anchored, took our boats, and set soldiers on shore. Our General was the first that leapt on land; and with him, Captain DUDLEY.
There, we took certain Negroes ; but not without damage to ourselves: for our General, Captain DUDLEY, and eight others of our company were hurt with poisoned arrows.
* This would appear to be DRAKE'S first command. The Captain of the Judith^ when she left England, is not stated. Apparently he died, and DRAKE was promoted from this caravel (i.e.) the Grace of God, commanded by the Frenchman, Captain BLAND, at the fight, ^.318) to the h^ in which he brought home the first news of the disaster, p. 207.